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A | 
LETTER © || 


Concerning the 24g 6s 


furrency of Clipt Money: 


SIR, 


H E Inconveniencies and Miſchiefs 
that the currency of clipt and coun- 
terfeit Money neceſſarily occaſioris; 
; are ſo manifeſt to every - Body, 
nen to the meaneſt Capacity) that it is as 
xdleſs to remonſtrate any of them, as it is 
apoffible to enumerate them all. It violates 
1 Contracts, and alters the meaſure of Trade, 
ing confuſion in all Commerce, whether 
meſtick or Foreign ; and confuſion is a Miſ- 
une ſo extenſive , that neither it, nor its ilt_ 
tnſequences can. be deſcrib'd, and can only 


comprehended by being felt. 


{ 


[Gold and Silver are the Materials which the 
ſent of Mankind has made the counterpoiſe 


value of all other ghings ; by which, Barter, 
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(4) I 
or the Exchange of one Commodity for ano- | Occz 
ther is avoided : And thoſe Metals are become © Peo; 
the Inſtruments of Commerce ; ſo that, for Ex- | ſay i 
ample, inſtead of giving a Sack of Wheat, of be © 
which I have Store, for a Yard of Cloth, which © H 
I want, I now may for ſo much Gold or : men 
Silver as is by the conſent of Mankind the * care 
counterpoiſe or value of a Sack of Wheat, have ! jury, 
the Yard of Cloth; and he that ſpared me; Veſt | 
the Yard of Cloth may with that Gold or Sil-Juſe | 
ver procure from any body elſe a Sack of }certa 
Wheat, or a leſs quantity (it he wants not ſo} ple; 
much as a Sack) with part of it, and other }ftitut 
things which he wants with the reſidue. 'fo cc 
: Mone 
A ſmall quantity of Gold or Silver is equal ?cur 5 
in value'to very pgreat quantities of other things; ! and | 
as for Inſtance, 'a. Grain'of Gold is worth a! piver 
prodigious ninther of - Grains of Wheat ; fot th 
that whilſt thoſe Merals remain in the Lump, !Stanc 
they 4re not .adapred to the common Occa-? for. 
ſffons of Mankind: And beſides, they _ ca- | 
pable- of being mixt with 'other Metals leſs * IF 
value, without its being diſcernible by the Eye 7 the < 
that 'they are ſo 'mixt, there was a necellity Ithey 
of having pieces: 'of thoſe Metals cat out intaDenc 
ſuch Sizes as ſuited with commerce , and of 4them 
fixing. a certain Standard of Fineneſs that lick | 
thafe Pieces ſhou'd be of, or elfe thoſe Metals Jhono 
word want much of their uſefulneſs, becauſe Iterfei 
*rwou'd be difficult to ctit the Pieces ont of Thers 
the Lump, and weigh them exactly as _ puni 
CCa- 
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t 27 
© Occaſions requir'd ::And.:;the-generality of 
* Peopte could noti-{for.,went of Skill) ef- 
ſay chem, and night. thereby be liable to 
'$be cheated. | | | 
* Hence it came to paſs that all Govern- 
> ments; whoſe proper Office it is to take 
' care their Subjects ſhould receive no In- 
:jury, ordain'd that the Weight and Fine- 
"neſs of theſe Metals, which Jhould be made 
uſe of in their Dominions, fhou'd be aſ- 
*certain'd, and made: known to the Peo- 
ple; and to that {end coining was in- 
'}ftitured, and the Pieces of thoſe Metals 

'fo cein'd are what wercall Afomey ; ſo that 
' Money is nothing elfe 'but Silver or Gold 
cut into Pieces of 'a certain known weight 
and fineneſs, which the Stamp and Name 
given them by the Government, warrants 
to the People to contain 'the quantity of 
} no Gold or Silver they are current 
© BOT. 
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* Tf therefore thoſe Pieces contain not 
the quantity of Standard Gold or Silver 
Fthey /ought, that's ro fay, which their 
Denomination imports, whoſoever receives 
Ithem is cheated, and the Faith of the Pub- 
Flick violated, 'and the Government dif- 
Fthonoured ; and rhis is the reaſon that coun- 
Fterfeirers of Coin, and clippers or dimi- 
Thers of the true Coin in every Country are 
{puniſhed capitally. : 
I 


_ 
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| If ina time of necefllity the Governmene| | 
ſhould coin Pieces of baſfer Metal or leſs: 


weight than the Standard, as the City of 
Rome did when fſtreightned by Hammbal, : 
and in other Countries has been done in an | 
Exigency of the State, thoſe Pieces wou'd : 
not be Money, but Counters or Tickets, | 


which the Government wou'd in Ho- 
 nour/and Juſtice be oblig'd to make good, 
and receive in again when the Exigency 


was over, and return and pay the Pol- | | 
ſeſſors the full value of them in Standard | 
Gold or Silver; and nothing but a confi- | 


dence that the Government would faith- 
fully do fo, could give them a currency as 
if they were true value: For Gold or 
Silver coming in the place of Commodities, 
and being taken inſtead of them in Barter, 


mult of neceflity be in the ſame condition 


that other Commodities would be, in caſe : 


there were no Money. Now in caſe of 
Barter, *tis not the Name, but the Quan- 


tity and Uſefulneſs of the commodity |: 
gives it the value. And the Government | | 


cou'd not arbitrarily ſet a certain Value 
for Goods in Barter, but the Value muſt 


and wou'd be (in ſpite of all Laws to the ' 
contrary ) according to the Plenty or : 


Scarcity of the Commodities, and Needs of 


the People. As ſuppoſe in a Country ! | 
where there was no Money, a Law w__ | 
made | 
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made that a Buſhel of Wheat ſhould ex- 
{ change for a Yard of Cloth, What Effe&t 
could that Law have, if Wheat wereplen- 

, and Cloth were ſcarce ? But if there 
foul after that be another Law made, 
that half a Buſhel ſhould be call'd a Buſhel, 
and exchang'd for as much as a Buſhel did 
Pbefore » if the Government ſhould have ne- 
ver ſo much need of Cloth, I doubt they 
would hardly get their Subjects to make it, 
and ſupply them therewith on thoſe Terms, 
unleſs the Government could teach them 
how to feed as many Mouths with half a 
Buſhel, as they did, or could with a whole 
Buſhel. But methinks there needs no Ar- 
gument to prove, that the Government of 
| any: Country can't make half an Ounce 
of Silver (orany thing leſs than an Ounce) 
purchaſe as much of any Commodity as 
an Ounce; whatever Name it gives to 
the half Ounce, tho' it were the very ſame 
Name the Ounce was call'd by before, un- 
lefs any body could think that a Man that 
had 4oco Crowns, weighing an- Ounce 
each, was noRicher than one that had 400 


{ Crowns, weighing but half an Ounce each; 


-and if there be any ſuch Perſon, let him 
enjoy his Fancy, 1 will not diſpute with 
him. 


The quantity of Gold or Silver, being 
(then) that which' gives the Value to the 
| Coin ; 


(8) 
Coin ; all that any; Goxernment. oyeght.ta 
do (or indeed. can; d6)..in ,coimng, or 
making Money. , is to. aſlay the.; Metal, 
and weigh the Piecqs,, and ſer. a Stamp 0 on 
them, asa Mark, by which che People; ſhall 
be inform'd) what | quantity of Gold, ar 
Silver 1$ in each, TPIRCE: 1} ff 


All this I confefs. micke be "I by t ite 
Subjes theraſelves ; were they fit: $a, be 
truſted ;! bus lince, is, RYE one mighh GQ1n 2 
his own MONEY, 16 = Si98ld he Ngo le t0 Ir 
prevent:, Fraud herefare S ruſt od 
is Lodz4: in the. "=: toMy which. 7 

preſum'd to. do all.things for the. good ! 
ty? lafety, of. the People, and Doing, to 
their Prepudice, SF, 1 Deceir of ther. , 5 ot 


—_ 
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The Government F Fagland bs TEE * 
in all Ages been very, careful jn tis Khatergs Mt 
wil appear by the anticntand conitant Con- #5; 
ftitutions-and Infeaturs> OL ihe lint; Aid he 
with. great Reaſon ; {Fer beſic des Fig, ' Duty [42] 
of waking aj?! ay The: giyb je: + bo kept | 

from wrong ; vie Inter GC Ag $0yern- 
meats, gbyges:them tp. be carci;:!. and jult | 
4n'this Point; for its Stainp being a War- | 
ranty of 'the Weight pnd Fin: neſs of; che ul 
Money, the Government is bound by that | 
Warranty to make it good to the SubjeRt, | 
if the Money be def5ciye in eicher Refpedt, | 
and fo, the Parliament has judg'd chis Se | 
| 10N» } 


| (9) 

L , or elſe I can ſee no Reaſon at all 

bo their Reſolution , that the Deficiency of 
yt and baſe Money, ſhould be made good r0 

+ People, at the Charge of the Publick. 

And as the Government of Erg/and has al- 

ays taken care, that the Moncy ſhould be 

vin'd of its due Weight, and Finenels ; 1o 

t has provided by Law , that none ſhotld 

p or be receiv'd, or payable, that was di- 

hiniſh'd in its Weight ; for by the ancient 

Irders of the Exchequer, noae was to be. 
aken there, but what wos weighed and 

med as well as told ; and in coinmon 

pmmerce, every body might refuſe faiſe or 

toht Money; and it any Perſon utter'd 

bounterfeic or diminiihed Money, know- 
ap it to be falſe or diminiſhed, he might 
X indicted, and puniſhed as guilty of a great 
Mipriſion ; and if he knew tt:2 Counterfeit- 
*s, or Diminiſhers of it, or utter'd it for 
hem, he as partaker of their Crime, and 


wilty of High-Treaſon. 


But of late years notwirhſtanding ' the 


' 200d Proviſion of our Laws, cur Silver Mo- 


ty has been (almoſt all chac has been 
turrent amongſt us) either counterfeited 
ar fclipt, or otherways diminiſhed , and 
wery body guilty of A/priſion in uttering 
it, knowivg it to be ſuch. 

' 

; B What 


Clauſe 1. 


Unclipt 

Money 

not to be 
ſold for 
more 1n 
Tale of 
Clipt. 


down, and therefore in an AF to prevent 


(46 ) 

What has been the Occaſion of this 
general Corruption, as well of the People : 
as of our Money, 1s not my Buſineſs '* 
ro enquire, my purpoſe is only to acquaint * p 
you what Remedy the Wiſdom of the Trac 
Parliament has provided theſe two laſt Sef- 7; 
ſions, in order to our relief from a Misfor.- P | 
tune, our Negligence (to ſay no worſe of it) a 
has ſuffer'd to grow upon us to ſuch a 
Height, as had almoſt brought us to utter - 


Ruin. F 


The Parliament laſt Year obſerv'd that | up 


the Moniers with adulterated and clipt ; i 
Money, bought up the broad and weighty |, . 
Money, in order to clip it, or melt it 


Deal 


counterfeiting, and clipping the Coin f this 
Kingdem , made 6 & 7 Guliel, Tertii, a- Lows 


monglt other Things, 'tis enacted, That It w: 


from the firſt of May 1695, If any Paſo © 
or Per{cns whatſoever, ſhall at any Time or "Tl 
Payment, exchange, lend, ſell, borrow, or buy, | 
receive or pay any broad Sitver Money, or Sil- 
ver Aoncy unclipt, of the Coin of this King- 
dom, for more in Tale, Benefit, Profit, or Ad- Mon 
wantage, than the ſame was coind for, and Wofe 
ought by Law to go for, be lent, ſold for, bor- — 
row'd, receiu'd, or paid, ſhall forfeit the Sum_, .© 
of Ten Pounds, for every Twenty Shillings, that : 
ſhall be fo exchanged, lent, ſold, borrowed, or U Rl 
bought, receiy d or paid, and ſo in mR_ like 


eve. 


Cos 3 


bh for any greater or leſſer Sum : And this Penal- 
i y is given by the AR, one half to the 

Ling, the other to the Informer. 
No | Before this AR, it began to be a common 
c Trade to buy up weighty Silver Money,with 
”- {ipt Pieces;and aMill'd Crown-Piece would 
2 radily yeild five clipt Shillings and three 
it) tence, and ſome were bought and ſold for 
ive and Sixpence, and ſo it would have 
0n on, and the mill'd Money have rifen 
as long as any had been left unmelted) 
-intil it had come to ſuch a Price, as that 
at he clipt Pieces muſt have been ſo many 
PE "hat their Weight would have near equal- 
O kd the Crown to have bought it ; but this 
© Act put a ſtop to this Trade, and then the 
bis Dealers in Money, taking Advantage of 
Fg he Ads not providing againſt giving 
\,; ore Pieces in Tale for coin'd Go!d, than 

t was Coin'd for, preſently began to raiſe 
jy ie Value of Guyneas, and gave 23 clipt 
 HMiillings fo a Guynea, which at Higheſt 
44 tever yielded above 22 s. nor commonly 
a nore than their real Value, viz. 21 s. 6 4: 
S all the beginning of March was twelve 


ter 


14\Month, and then few would take them as | 
hoſe Jobbers and Moniers gave for them, - 


"_ 
wy 
at 


[ mean at 23 s. till theſe Traders in Coin 
"had been about a Fortnight buying up all 


- they could get at that Rate, and then they 
.., ole apace; for by the beginning . of May, 
S. they came to paſs at 25 s. the Guynea, 
MN B 2 which 
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which was near the Par to the Value of hrce 
the clipr Silver that was then current (and tle: 
there was no other but clipt Money cur- Won 

_ rent) for immediately after the paſling this þ 
Ac, and rife of Guyneas, all the weighty wſe 
Money diſappear'd, and was hoarded up, as m 
being of a certain Value, and therefore; 
to be reckon'd real Treaſure, and more: A 
worth than Gold, when it had obtain'd yin 
ſuch an Imaginary (and TI might add) corimi-mr 
nal Value, and evidently better than the p 01 
current Money, which had loſt ſo much hey 
of its Weight by clipping. Act this Rate of a 
255, the Guynea, fiood for two or three{wl 
Months, becauſe ſo much clipt Money was 
weighed, one with another, as much ashey 
215. Or 21s. 6d. ought to weigh : But wh 
in theſe two or three Months, the nc 
Clippers were very buſily employ'd to make Guy 
a new Advance of Gold, by leffening the pſt 
Silver and (wanting broad Weighty Mo- 

' ney to work on) clipt over again that; T 
which had been before clipt, and as this ys v 
ſecond chpping increaſed, the Guyneas be- 165 
gan to riſe again in their Price, till they the 
came to 3os. or upwards; nor would they the 
have ſtop'd there, had not the Exchequer he ; 
and Receivers of the publick Money re- may 
fusd to receive them, which gave them a Na; 
check, at which many conſiderable YEankers, Co; 
and Dealers tn Money, raged and ſtorm'd 1h, 
extreamly, and omitted no Gm 
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( 33) 
of brce the Treaſury, to receive them at 30 5- 
nd tleaſt. And all this while the Dealers in 
ur- Voney grve all © the Incouragement 
his hey could to tne currency of clipt and 
ity we Money, by receiving it, tho' never 
, as þ much ciiprt or apparently counterfeited. 
ore 
ore. And all along as our Guyneas roſe, and 
n'd pin'd their hurtſul Value, the Exchange in 
mi- mr foreign Trade grew more, and more 
the p our Diſadvantage ; for Foreigners, when 
ich hey found we our ſelves judg'd a quarter 
of f an Ounce, and Nine Grains of Gold 
ree{which is the Weight of our Guyneas ) 
1ey mas worth 25 or 3os. of our Shillings, 
45 hey exchang d their Money, ' or gave: Bills 
But [which - is the ſame thing) accordingly. 
the knd fo we loft as much by that, as the 
ake Guyneas advanc'd in their Price, which was 
the pſt ſo much real Loſs to the Nation. 
fo- | | 
hat: In this Condition the Parliament found 
this 3s when they laſt met, wiz. Novemb. 22. 


be- 1695. And His Majeſty in his Speech, at & 
xy the opening of the Scflion, took Notice of 
ey the great Difficulty we lay under.” by reaſon of 


UtT he 3ll State of our Coin. The Redreſs of which 
re- may (ſays He) prove a farther Charge to the 
n a:'Nation ;. but this is a matter of ſo general 
Irs, Concern, and of ſo wery great Importance, that 
n'di] have theught fit to leave it intirely to my Par- 
5 tO hament. 


ICE! | The 


(14) 


The , 5th. Decemb. the Houſe of Lords. 
refolv'd on an Adrefs to be preſented to 
His Majeſty, to iſſue out a Proclamation, 
that from ſuch a Day, or Days, as his Ma- 
Lords Ad- jeſty (hould think fit, no clipt Money, of any 
drelss (or, ſhould paſs in Payment, as the current Coin F; 
of this Kingdom, which they communica- ,, 
ted to the Houſe of Commons, and de- , 
ſir'd their concurrence in it. The next Day 
the Commons took it into Conſideration, þ. 
and went into a Committee of the whole |; 
Houſe, to conſider of the State of the , 
Coin, and to conſider of a Fund to make '* 
good the Deficiency of clipt Money; and . 
not going thorough with it that Day, they ,, 
went into a Committe on it the next Day, 3 
and (that being Saturday) ſo they did the 
Monday following, when they perfedted - 
their Reſolutions ; which the next Day, , 
wiz. Tueſday, Decemb. 10th. were reported, » % 
and agreed to by the Houſe, and were as ;; 
follows, viz. That the moſt effeftual Way, to | 
put a ſtop to the Miſchief, which the Nation ,, 
ſuffers by the currency of Clipt Money, is, to re 


That all clipt Money be recoined, according to $ 
mons the Eſtabliſh'd Standard of the Mint, bath as. 
Votes. 3 Weight and Fineneſs. 


That "” 


CH) 
That the Loſs of ſuch clipt Money, as is 
thuer, and coin'd at the lawful Mint of this 


ords lingdom, ſhall be born by the Publick. 


| to 
ION, That a Day or Days be appointed, after which 
Ma- , clipt Crowns, or half Crowns be allow'd 
HY s Payment, or to paſs, except only to the Col- 
Coin \g,.; and Receivers of His Majeſty's Reve- 
_ ues and Taxes, or upon Loans in Payment into 
& be Exchequer. 
Day 
a That a Day or Days be appointed,: after 
= which no clipt Crowns or half Crowns, ſhall 
2 

vake * #9 a1 Payment whatſoever. 

- That all ſuch Crowns and half Crowns, as 
Ley ey come 1into his Majeſty's Recett, be recoin'd 


Day, - «1 
_— wo mill'd Money. 


aed T1. , Day or Days be appointed, after which 
Day, Money clipt within the Ring, be allowed in 
Wee; Payment, or to paſs, except only to the Col- 
vB Yors and Receivers of His Majeſty's Revenues 
J> 19 nd Taxes, or upon Loans, or Payments into the 


10" Exchequer. 


wu 


That @ Day or Days be appointed , after 
which no Money clipt within the Ring, ſhall paſs 

7 pe n any Payment whatſoever. 
That a Day or Days be appointed for all Per- 
That im to bring in their clips Money to be recoin'd 
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u6 
p, 
br 
That a Fund or Funds be ſerrled for ſupplying - 
the Deficiency of clipt Money. 


in mill'd Money, after which no Recompence 
ſhall be made for the ſame. 


(bi 


A The next day was 4 Lay of Faſting and A 
Lay following they: 
ordered an A Addreſ to be mace ro his Ma- 
jeſty on theſ2 Retolucions, an? -ordered af 
Bill fo be brought in jor Regulating: the Silver®* 
Con of this Kingdom. ; 
: 10 
The 14th. the Houſe agreed to the Form: 
of the Addreſs to be prelented to his Ma-! v 
jefry on their Reſolutions, wyerein they de. 


fire _ to appoint the Day or Da; TEE after which by 
20 C [pt 4 Man 2cy ſha l paſs. ( 


The 17th. the King ſends them word,!* 
He would ml He Out @ FT: lawa 211088 accordingly) 
which was publiſhed the 19:5. wherein 1s! 
recited, that the Lords and Commons had ſeve- L 
rally adureſs to him ( by his Proclamation ) to, kc 
prevent the Currency 0 clipt Money, and de-'Þ 
clares and commands , that after the firſt of Ja-" c 
nuary ten next enſuing, no clipt Crowns or! © 
Heal'-Crowns , ſhould paſs in any Payment ax-) (4 
cept 1 to his Majeſty s Colletors and Receivers, I 
&C. nor after the 3d of February in anyPayment|$ 
whatjcever, within London or 40 Miles theref,) * 
nor > 


E293 


wr after the 22th. of February in any other 
TR Part of” the nar &c. ps} that of the 
"13th. of” February no Shilling clipt within the 
plyin Ring ſhould paſs in any Payment, except to his 
Cas Majeſty's Collefors, &c. IVor after the ſc- 
cond of April in any Payment whatſo- 


oy This Proclamation, nay even the Votes 
<4 a fore the Proclamation, had the good Ef- 
--/-,,p *&, that immediately rhe Exchange alter- 
ed to our Advantage very conſiderably, in 
;fo much, that whereas a Pound Sterling, 
2orm Which formerly yielded Thirty fix Dutch 
Ma. Killings inExchange ,and fince the Clipping 
y de. Our Money,and Advance of Guinea s woul 
»þ;., bring but 27 Dutch Skillings in Exchange 
(nay I have been told it was f;llgn to 25 
Skillings ) would now bring 31 Skillings 
ord, and upwards. But this Jaſted not long, fr 
ly, 'the unlawful Price, or miſchievous Value of 
in is. Twined's gy 6. up, and ſome Delays and 
{eve- Difhculties happening in the paſling the Act 
) to for Remedying the ill State of the Coin, the 
/ 4... Exchange altered again, ſo that the Ex- 
* Ta... change was at about 28 Skillings, becauſe 
1s or very Body being able to coin his Gold in- 
t 6x-. 10 Guinea's, withqut any Expence, or much 
vers, Delay , the Mint being obliged to do it 
ment\gratzs, our Silver was bought up, and ſent 
reof, | INTO Holland, where lefs than 16 Ounces of 
nr it would buy an Ounce of Gold, which 
C being 
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being brought hither and coined, would 

make Four Guinea's within 'Two-peny 

Weight, and thoſe Guinea's pafling\at 3os 

each, produced ſix Pounds; whereas 16 

Ounces of Silver coined here make but 

4). 25. 8d. and by this Means all our new 

Money, and all the Silver in the Kingdom 

/ was like to have been melted down, and 
carried away, and at the ſame time the 

Nation mult have loſt as conſiderably by 

the Exchange. Therefore the Parliament 

reſoived to make an AF for taking off the 

Oblipaiion and Encouragement for coining Gui- 

meas for a ceriain time therein mentioned, which 

paſt loon after the AG for-Remedying the 

ll State of the Coin : The Effect of a part of 

theſe Acts I ſhall here inferr for your Per- 

uſal, together with ſome Clauſes that are 

in other As paſled this Seſſion with rela- 

tion to the Silver and Gold Coin, without 

ſtating to you the Occafions of them, be- 

cauſe neither my Time nor Paper will per- 

mit it; for I muſt ſpare enough of 
both to make ſome Remarks on what the 
Parliament hath done, and ſuggeſt to you, 
what I take to be your Duty, and the Duty of 
every good Engliſhman to do on this Occa- 
tion, the Omiſflion of which may not on- 
ly continue, but increaſe the Miſchiefs theſe 
Acts were made to cure, and in a little 
time bring the Nation into utter Confuſi- 
on, and irrecoverable Ruine. Iz the A& for 
Remedj- 


| (9) 

| Remedying the ill Eſtate of the Coin of the 
|; Kingdom, The Preamble declares, That rhe 
: Courſe 0 f clipt Money amongſt us 1s to the un- 
+ ſpeakable Wrong and Prejudice of his Majeſty 
| and his good Subjects in their Afﬀairs,as ell pub- 
lick as rriouer, and no ſufficient Remedy can 
| be applied to. the manifold Evils ariſing from 
| Clipping the Money, without re-coining the clipt 
| Pieces, and then provides regular and et- 


| fectual Methods for re-coining it. And in 
: that Ad are theſe Clauſes following. 


lauſe 2. ||| 
Be it Enatted, &c. That the Receivers and Cing AW 


h | Collefors, and other Officers mruſted with the 
| Receipt or Collection of his Majeſty's Revenues, 
| Inpeſ tions, Duties, Taxes, Aids, or Supplies, 
| or any of them granted and in being, or here- 
after to be granted, ſhail , and by this Att are . 
| ſeverally required to accept and take in Payment 
: for his Majeſty's Uſe, for or upon Account of the 
| ſaid Revenues, Impoſitions, Duties, Taxes, 
| Aids, Supplies reſpectively, ſuch clipt Moneys 
| | being Sterling-Silver , or being Monies. of 
| coarſer Alloy than the Standard , from 
| | ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall tender the ſame 
| in or for [uch Payments reſpettively, at any time 
: or times before the 4th of May, 1696, at the 
| | ſame Rate or Vale as if ſuch Moneys were un- 
' clipt or undiminiſh'd, and ſhall not refuſe any 
Piece or Pieces of Silver Money, ſo tendered, by 
| Reaſon or Pretence of their belng worſe, or bold- 
| ing more Alloy than 8 tandard-Sitver, /o as 
| HE ns ſuch 


: > 
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ſuch price or prices do 108 evidently appear to ht 
made of Copper or baſe Metal plated over of 
waſh d with Sitver onhy. 


And the Tellers in the Receipt of his Majeſty's 
Exchequer reſpett;vely ſhall at any time or times 
beforethe 2 4th of June 1696 , no? only rective 
and take ts his Majeſty's Uſe at the receipt of Ex- 
ehequer the ſaid clipt Moneys which fhall hawe 
been [0 receivs/d or colleFed by the Receivers-Gene- 
ral and Colle&ors or other Officers which ſhall be 
by them brought to the ſaid Receipt for the ſaid 
Revenues, &C. but alſo any Loans in ſuch Me- 
74 2which ſhall be authoriz'd to be made or recei- 

wed there, unleſs ſuch Loans or Payments ſhall 
be ſpecially directed by AF of Parliament to be ve- 
ceived in other kind of Money. 


Another Clauſe in the fame Act recites 
That the Money made with the Hammer and not 
with the Mill and Preſs, which remains whole and 
unctipt, will be liable to clipping and rounding. 
For the Prevention thereof, it is enatted, that e- 
wery Perſon having unclipt hammered Money in 
has or her Cuffody or Poſſeſſion do before the 10th 
of February 1695, or before they diſpeſe of the 

Jame, cauſe ſuch unclipt Money to be ffruck through 
about the middle of every Piece with a folid 
Panch that fhall make a Hole without diminifſh- 
ing the Sikver ; and that after the faid 10th of 
February #0 anciipr hammered Money, that is 
ro ſay, fuch Pieces as have beth Rings, or the 

p great= 
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|freareſf Part of the Letters appeatins thereon, | 
I be current, wnleſs it be ſo ſtruck through. (\ 
| And if any Piece ſo ſfruck through ſhall appear ih 
\ofterwards to be clipt, no Perſon fhall tender 


j receive the ſame in Payment under the Penalty lll 
uf forfeiting as much as rs clipt Money ſo punch'd 
through ſhall amount unto in Tale, to be recover 'd 

Irs the Uſe of rhe Poor of the Pariſh where ſuch 
' Money ſhall be ſo tender'd or receiv'd. And his 
Majeſty's Fuſtices of the Peace, or the major part 
"of rhem in the general Quarter-Seſſions upon | 
Complaint to be made to them of ſuch Offence, [oh 
are hereby empower d to take Cognizance thereof, 
'ond to determine the ſame, and for that purpoſe to 
auſe the Party complained of ;to appear before them, 
\md on Convition to iſſue their Warrant or War- 
Wants to levy ſuch Penalty upon the Goods and 


Chartels of "the Offenders. | 


[| 
of 
{| 
| | 


_— ——C——_ 
—_ _— _ 


: Andin the 4& for granting to his Majeſty 5moGuil. | | 
ts Aip of Four Shillings in the Pound for one 3*l- [11 
tr, for further Eaſe of the People, it is clauſe 5, | 
nated, That thoſe that are willing may at any 

time before the the 4th of May 1996, pay to- Ih 
tether with the firſ# Quarterly Payment twice, Mi! 
thrice or four times as much as ſhall be aſſeſs d or Il 


: 
: 
i 
[1 


. 


Myable for the firſt Quarterly Payment, for or 


i reſpect of any Mannours, Lands, Tenements, 
Rents, Offices, Perſonal Eſtate or other matters or 
things reſpettively in clipt Moneys being Sterling 
$: Ever, or Silver of worſe Alloy than the Stan- 
dard, and the Colleors are empower d to re- 
ceive 
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ceive the ſame, and required on every ſuch Pay- | 


ment to give an Acquittance, expreſſing the Summ | 
received for ſuch Quarterly Payments, &C. and | , 
every ſuch Acquittance ſhall be a good Diſcharge | , 
apainft bis Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſours, as . 
if the Summ chargeable by the A& on ſuch Man- * 
nonrs, Lands, &c. were aſſeſs d or anſwer'd at 
the ſeveral and reſpettive Quarterly Payments | , 
appointed by the Aft. - 
7mo& 9m An Att for taking off the Obligation and En- | R 


Gutl. 3t11, couragement for coining Guineas for a certain time 
therein mention d, 


Recites that great Quantities of Gold have | , 
been lately imported from Foreign Parts, which | 
bein coin d here into Guineas have been ( Occaſion f 
of the preſent ill State of our Silver Coin) taken * 
and accepted by the Subjefts of this Realm at very | 
high and unuſual Rates and i rices, tending to the * 
great Dammage and Loſs of the Publick, the | 
Continuance of which Prattice ({ays that AR) * 
imleſs ſpeedily prevented, will run the Nation © C, 
waſtly in Debt to Foreigners, for the Repayment | 
hereof the Silver Moneys of this Kingdom muſt |, 
be inevitably exhauſted on Terms of great Ad- | 
vantage : Therefore to prevent the further L; 
Growth of ſo great an Evil, enacts, That from * 
and after the 2d of March 1695, till the 1ſt W 
of January then next following, there ſhall not *? k 
be any Obligation of receiving into his Majeſty's : 
Mint or Mints to be coin'd any Gold wins: ; 

wer | 


Clauſe E. 


ay- 


rge 


 QS + 


' as they import from Africa for their own Uſe. 


an- 
[ at 


mls | 


; neas from beyond the Seas may prove prejudicial 
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| wer, nor ſhall any of theOfficers of his Majeſty's 


mn ' Mints be obliged to coin any Gold within the 


md 


: time aforeſaid for any Perſon whatſoever, except 


the Royal African Company, as to ſuch Gold 


And declares that the Importation of Gui- 


'to the Kingdom 3 and therefore enacts That 
all Guineas imported from the ſaid 29 of March 


* to the ſaid 1ſt of January ſhall be forfeited, half 


to the King, and half to the Informer. 


In the A& to incourage the bringing Plate 


' into the Mint to be coin'd, and for further re- 7m9.$3v0. 
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medying the ill State of the Coin of this Kingdom, 
there are Clauſes to this Effet, wiz. 


Guil. 37. 


' And to the end the Subjett after ſo great Con-Claule 9, || 
tribution and Charge for making for making good | 

' the Deficiency of clipt Adoney may not remain 
"under auy Part of the Miſchiefs which the 
Continuance of the Currency of ſuch Money will 
occaſion, be it farther enatted, that whoever after 
'the 4th of May 1696, ſhall take or receive 
\any ſuch clipt Money otherwiſe than according to 


"the Direftions, andin purſuance of an Att of this 
Ipreſent Seſſion of Parliament, Entituled an At 
for remedying the ill State of the Coin of this 
Kingdom in any Payment whatſocver as if it 
were lawful Money, ſhall forfeit double the Va- 
ue of the Silver ſoreceiv'd, to the Uſe of each 


Per - 


| 


%. 
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Perſon as will -_ or proſecute for the ſame, 19 


be recover'd in ſuch manner and form as the Foy- 
feiture for uttering clipt Money after a Hole hag | c 
been punch'd through it, in purſuance of an A# 
Vide the made in this preſent Seſſion of Parliament is - 
Atfor re- direffed to be recover d by the ſaid AF. And 


my ns the Fuſtices of the Peace are hereby impower d to 8 0 
df he Gin hear and determine ſuch Infomation or Proſecuti- CE 


&c, on accordingly. Bil 
Jill, 


Clauſe 8, And wheregs the uncertain Value of coined Deb 
Gold has been highly prejudicial to Trade, and 
an Encouragement to certain evil-diſpos'd Per- | 
ſons to raiſe and fall the ſame to the great Preſu- pe Z 
dice of the Landed Men of this Kingdom : Be it \* 
therefore enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, that 
from and after the 1oth of April 1696, no helic 


Perſon ſhall utter or receive any of the Pieces of 


Gold Coin commonly call'd Guineas at any higher | 
to p: 
ov greater Rate or Value than two and twent ha 


Shilling for each Guinea, and ſo proportionably ou! 
or every greater or leſſer piece of coined Gold. | 
And whoſoever ſhall offend herein, ſhall incur the | 
Penalty and Forfeiture, provided in an A& made chied 
this preſent Parliament fur thoſe that ſhallreceivve \, + 
or pay Guineas and other pieces of coined Gold at \ ) 
a greater or higher Rate than in that A& is di- | 
rected to be recover'd by the ſame Ways and ry 


| : . ter" 
p Means that the Penalties and Forfeitures of that is ap 
| 'd | | 
Att are to be, or may be recgver d. fore 

| 


The 


E -  TW3 


* The Actin this laſt Clauſe referred to, is 
the 7th and 8th Guil. 3144. intituled an Act 
fr continuing ſeveral Duties, &c. upon 
Wine, Vinegar, and Tobacco, &c. and the 
Penalties are the Forfeiture of double che Va- 
he of the Gold paid or receiv'd, and alſo twent 
Pounds, half to the King and half to the In- 
_ . ormer, to berecover'd with Coſts of Suit by 
Bill, Plaint, Information, or Action of 
Debtin any of his Majeſty's Courts, &c. 


And anA&# (is paſſed) for granting to his 
Majeſty ſeveral Rates or Duties upon Houſes for 
| inaking good the Deficiency of clipt Money. 


' This Tax is laid for ſeven Years, and I 
. helieve will be thought very burthenſome 
and difagreeable by fome of thoſe that are 
to pay it before it be expired ; and I am apt 
10 think theParliament intended the People 
Should ſenſibly feel what they pay on this 


| Occaſion, that they might thereby be indu-. 


' ed to take care not to permit the like Miſ- 
' (chief to grow among usany more : For no 
' body can wholly excuſe himſelf from hav- 
ing contributed to it, fince by Law every 


v1 


body might have refus'd clipr Money, and 
' fevery body is puniſhable thut utters ſuch as 
 ksapparently clipt or diminiſh'd : If there- 
(fore the People had (as they ought to have 
done) generally refus'd to take any but 
I D lawful 


f 


[ 
| 
| 
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Lawful Money, and proſecuted the Moneyers 


and other Corrupters of our Coin for uttering 


ſuch as was viſibly deficient, we could not ! 


have been brought: into the Condition we 
now are, and therefore the Parliament had 
reaſon to make us repair the Loſs by a Tax 


almoſt as odious as Chimmey-Money ; nay, T ' 
am told they had .it under Conſideration 


whether they ſhou'd not do it by Chinmey- 
Meney it ſelf. 


The Summ of all the Proviſions made by :; 
the Parliament to prevent the Currency of | 


clipt Money, are, 


1. That whoſoever gives more in Tale 
of clipt Money or deficient Money for 
broad or mill'd Money than it was coin'd 
for, forieits ten Pounds for every twenty 
Shillings, and ſo in Proportion for a great- 

er or leſſer Summ, wiz. 6 & 7 Gul. & Mar. 
- 6" "_g An A to prevent counterfeiting and clip- 
rhe ff. ping the Coin of this Kingdom. 


' Vide Pro- 2. That no clipt Money ſhall be cur- 
clamation. rantin any Payment except to the King, ak 


and Com: ter a Day which is now paſt. 
Mons 


VYores. 


Vid. Clauſe 3- That the King ſhall receive no clipt : 


24 and Money in his Revenues or Taxes after the 
IN 4th of May, 1696. 


4. That | 


| (27) 

75s | 4. That whoſoever after the oth of April 

ng 1696. ſhall pay or receive Guineas for more 

Ot "than 22 5. and in proportion any greater 

We or lefs peice of coined Gold, ſhall forfeit for 

ad ery offence double the value of the Gold, 

ax nd 20 |. half to the King, half to the In- 

»T former. 

on 

-' F. That whoſoever has in their Cut: 
dy, after the rorth of February, any unclipt 
hammer'd Money, whereon are bott: Rings, 

DY 'or major part of the Letters, ſhall punch 

of '; Hole through the middle thereof, without 
diminiſhing the the Silver, before they dil- 
pole thereof, and whoever tails in this, 

mp may be inditted, and find. 

d : 6, That if any Perſon tender or receive 

Y "any Piece fo punch'd, which is afterwards 

& clipt, he ſhall forfeit Jouble the Value of the 

” the Money ſo tendred or receiv d amount to it 

" Fam 


g- Vide 


Vide 


Ke That whoſoever ſhall after the 4th of Via? 


b- 'Lawful Money, other than fuch as is 


- punch'd, purſuant to the preceeding Article, 
: or Six-pences not clipt within the inner- * 
© | moſt Ring, ſhall forfeit double the Value 
thereof to the Informer, to be recover'd 
: before the Juſtices in their Seffions. 


1906 


U 2 And 


Clauſe 8. 


May 1696, receive any clipt Money as ins 7. 


Clauſe 4. 


"me 


Vide 


Clauſe 2. 
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And for the eaſe of the People, that ' 
the clipt Money may not remain in their 


Hands, 


1. They may pay in all their Taxes, 
Debts to the Crown for Exciſe, Cuſtoms, 
ec. and the whole Year's Land-Tax ; 


, if they pleaſe, to the Collecors at any 


time before the Fourth of May 1696. in 
Clipt-money. 


2. They may lend to the Exchequer, on | 
any Act, whereon a Credit to borrow | 
is given by Parliament , and the Loans | 


in Clipt-money ſhall be taken at any 
time before the 24th of June, as if the 
ſame were good and lawful money. 

By help means all the Clipt-money 
may certainly come into the Exchequer 
(unleſs new be made as faſt as the old is 
paid in ) and there melted down (as the 
Pariament has ordained that it ſhall) for it 
has been computed that all theSilver Money 


in England amounts not to above five mil- | 


lions ( whereof near two are ſuppoſed to 


remain whole and unclipt ) and here is | 
provided room for the taking in above fix : 
The Land-Tax muſt be reckon'd ' 
double, viz. the money it will produce, and * 


m1llions. 


the Loans to be made on it, which may be 


both in- clipt money; if therefore it ſhall | 
bring inſeventeen hundred thouſand ues | 
| that, | 
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tat, and” the Loans make three millions 
fur hundred thouſand pounds. The Im- 


zofitions on Merchandize given this Seffion 
s taken by the Government for fifteen hun- 
ired thouſand pounds, which is to be bor- 
owed on them for this years Service. The 
Duty on Diſtillers, &c. is likewiſe taken 
for five handred thouſand pounds, and the 
Cuſtoms, Exciſe, and other Branches of the 
Revenue to the 4th of May, 1696. toge- 
ther with what remain'd unpaid of the laſt 


years Taxes (when the Ad requiring Col- 
k&ors to receive Clipt money paſſed) can't 


be leſs than a million, if not a million and 
2 half : but eſtimating it at a million, the 
whole tome to ſix millions four hundred 


thouſand pounds , which is two millions 


four hundred thouſand pounds more than 
was computed to be of Clipt money in the 
Nation. 


Thus, Sir, you ſee the Parliament has 


taken all imaginable care, that none of the 
;deficient or adulterate Money ſhou!d remain 


and be a loſs in the hands of the Subjedts; 


and made it the Peoples Duty as well as 1n- 
'tereſ# not to ſuffer themſelves to be cheated 
'with Names, and an Imaginary Fairy Treaſure 
\inſkead of real Riches for the future. Who- 
[ſoever therefore receives or pays Gold or 
\Silver, or connives at others doing fo here- 
after otherwiſe than theſe Acts allow, ought 


(9) 


(30) 
to be eſteemed an Enemy fo hs Country, and * 
the Wellfare there:f, and a Promoter of the De- | 
ſigns of thoſe, who for Private or By-Ends bave P 
endeavoured to rob the Publick, and put us in 

Confuſion, after our Legiſlators have ſpent 

ſo much Time and Trouble in endeavour- © | 
ing to relieve us from the imminent Ruine : 
we are threatened with from it. And |Þ ! 
therefore do you, Sir , and let every good 'k | 
Engliſhman, conform their Practice to theſe 'Poſ 
Laws, and force others to do ſo too, which ! * 
only can preſerve us, leſt we relapſe into {ous 
a worſe and incurable Condition. the 


T am, - falte 
S T1 R, WEN 


Your humble Servant, pro 
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POSTSCRIPT 


$1 R, 


Muſt beg your Pardon for an Omiſſion 


In my Letter, and Leave to add it'in a 


'Poſt ſcripr. 


The Parliament obſerving that a pernici- 


-ous DoCtrin was publickly vented, viz. That 


.the King by his Prerogative might alter the 
Standard of our Coin, and thar it muſt be 
altered, and new Money made lighter than 


the old, and anew Name given to the old, 


\where! by it ſhould be made current for more 


than it was coin'd for ; ( which they, that 


promote this DoCQtrin, call raiſing of our 


'Money) were ſenfible that the Expectation of 
ſuch an Alteration would make Men keep 


up all their weighty Money ; becauſe, after 


.the Change of the Standard ( it it would buy 
- 'no more Commaidities than before ) it would 


pay more Debts, and foreſeeing that ſuch 


an Apprehenſion in the People would leſſen, 


if not break the publick Credit, in regard 


'tis not probable that any one would be Per- 
'{ſwaded to lend tie Government $5 Ounces 
:of Silver, if he thought he ſhould be repaid 
» again with only 4 Ounces, To prevent the 
|Evils that ſuch Opinions had occaſioned, or 
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might. occaſion 3 and to ſecure the People, | 


that when they truſted the Government, : 


they ſhould not be repaid by Words and 
new Names, but in the ſame Coin, or Weight 


and Fineneſs of Metal they advanced upon its ' 
Credit. ' In' the A& for Remedying the ill | 
State of the Coin of this Kingdom , It is 
EnaCted, That the clipt Money (which that - 


& | | 


A& requires to be meked down ) ſhall be ; 
Recoin'd by the Mill and Preſs into Current ' 


Money of this Realm, to hold ſuch Weight and | 
Fineneſs as are preſcribed by the preſent In- ' 
denture of the Mint, which Weight and Fine- : 


> 


'Ip 


neſs ( as they are the old Lawful Standard |: 


of England, ſo by that ACt ) are declared to 
Be, and ſhall Be and Remain to be the Stand- 
ard for the Lawful Silver Coin of this King- 
dom, 

I need not remark to you, that the Word, 
ſhall remain to be, being indefinite, Imports 
as much as if jt had been faid, ſhall always 
remain to be. 
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The Summarie of certaine Reaſons, which 
* have moved Quene Elizabeth to pzoceve fn 
tetounations of Her baſe and courſe mo- 
nes, and to rebiuce them to thetr values, 
ft fozte as they map be turned to fine 
monies. 


Ippointcd to be declared by .her Waieſtie , by ozder of 
her Pzoclamation , in her Citie of London. 


| Frft of all it is knowen that the honour and 
- reputacion of the finguler wealth that fhis 


Realm was wont to have avove all other 

Realms, was partely in that it had no currant 
monies but golde and filver, whereas contrary all other 
countreys, as Flmayn, Fraunce, Spaine, Flaunders, 
cotland , and the reſf of Chziſfendom have hadde, 
and ffill have certain baſe monies now of late dayes, 
by turning of fine monies, into baſe , muche decayed 
and dayty growen into infamie and rep;oche, and ther- 


' foze 1s chounty neceſſary to be recovered, Mherin lyke 
aj 


as her 
| content, though it 


elty foz her part meaneth to be at great 
charges, ſo every you ngliſhe ſubiecte ought to be 
eme ſome {mal jofle at the firſt. 


Itſo by continuing of the baſe monies, divers per- 


; fons both in fo:reine partes, and within the Realme, 


ve counterfayted from tyme to tyme no ſmall quan- 


| fitie, and b2ou ht to pozte townes, and uttered the 
: ſame at the fyzffe after the rate of xii. pence a Teſton, 
- and after that foz vi- pence ; where the ſame was not 


in dede wozth above two pence : Ind caried out of the 


' Realme foz thoſe baſe monies, the riche commodities 


_ 


( 


-of the ſame, as Wolle, Cloth, Lead, Tinne, Lea- 
E ther, 


(2) 


ther, Tallowe, yea and all kinde of vicual, as Cozne, 
Halt, cere, Butter, Cheeſe , and ſuch iyke, fo as 


Pa 


ccunterfaicters and ſuch like, have foz ſmall ſumme : 


of monies counterfaicted, caried out fix times the va- 
{ue in commodities of the Realme, 

#y the means alſo that theſe baſe monies were cur- 
rant, divers ſubtyll people have chaunged the ſame foz 


the qolve and fine ſplver monies of this Realme; and - 
have tranſpozted and caryed out the ſame golde and : 


fylver, ſo as although there hath ben copned both in 
the later end of the raign of Kyng Cdward, and in the 
tyme of Muene Pary, and now alſo ſence the Muenes 
Maicfties raigne, great quantities of golde and ſylver 
- Vet no part thereof is-ſene commonly currant {; but 
a8 it n:ay be thought , ſome part thereof 1s caryed 


hence, and ſome percaſe by the wyſer ſozt of *people,. 


kepfe in ſfoze, as 1t-were to be wyſhed that the whole 
Y/fre- 
Aiſo by continuance of this ſozt of baſe monies, 


although almyghtie God hath geven nowe of late *' 
veares plentifull increaſe by the earth, foz the . which ' 
he is to be thanked, without any ſuch plages of ſcar- *' 
ciffie as 1n our ſozefathers tyme hath bene read, 
when many hund2ethes and thouſandes of prople have : 
dyed fo2 famine, yet the P2z:ices of all thynges grow- - 


ing c2 comnipng from the earth , hath inmeaſurably 
any eayly riſen, as all maner of grayne, fruite, catteli, 


beftiall, Victuel, wolle, leather, and ſuch like, and no | 
remedy could be deuyſed to amend the ſame, but fo | 
canſe that the ſame baſe monies ſhuld ve currant foz : 
19 1:92e then they were in muſk value. Foz every man |: 


of the lraſf underſkanding, by one means oz other 


knew that a Terffon was not wozth fix pence, noz the | 
pcece of too pence was wozth ſo much, and therefoze ' 


ns man woempve geve gladly that thing which w 


an? ever had ben wozth fix pence, foz 4 Leſfon, but *' 
woutn rather require fwo Asſtons : and ſo a thyng : 


Fring wozth fix pence , was hought and ſold epther 


. foz two Leſtons , oz one and a-halfe, which was in | 


_ reckenyng Til, 02 Ix. pence, and ndw every Weffon be- 


ing | 
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2ne, {ing b2ought to the juſt value, it muſt needs follow that 


as 
nme 
Va- 


cur- 
| fo 
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one ſhal bup of another hereafter that foz 1111. pence half- 


| peny, _ was wont to colf vi. pence. Ind when the 
cſfon 


tbe bzought into fine ſylver, then ſhall all 
men be as deſyrous fo ſeil any ware foz ſuche fine 
monies, as they have of late ben loth and unwyl- 


tynge to ſell any thyng foz the baſe monies, ercept 


yp myght haue had twpce as much of the baſe mo- 


-nies, as they were wont to haue of the fine, oz els 


that foz neceſſitie they were d2yuen to ſell the ſame, 


By this meanes aiſo now that the baſe monies 


are bzought to the juſf value, and that every man 
+thail have fine monies foz them, all pooze people that 


but *iyved of theyz hand 1abour, aſwell artificers in cities 
yed 02 townes, as labourers in huſbanvzye, oz men that 


ple,. 


jole 


es, 
ate 
ich 
ar- 
ad, 
Ve 
w- 
bly 
ell, 
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toke dayetall wages, eyther by land , by ſea , oz by 
freſhe waters, and all meane gentlemen that lived but 
upon penlions and fipendes , and ali ſolditours and 
ſeruyng men, that {lived upon ſolde and wages, ſhail 
have theyr penftons, ftipendes , ſoldes, and wages, 


"now payde in good and fine monies, and therwith 


ſhall bye moze neceſſaries foz theyz ſuſtentacion, then 
could afoze be bought : who ſurely hauyng heretofoze 
after the rate of xr.s. xxvi. s. viti.d. v. nobles. rl.s. 
iv. marks, . v. marks, iv.,pounds, v.pounds, rr.nobles, 
and ſo upward, by the yere payde to them- in theſe 
baſe monies, could not have ſo much vicual, appa- 


no | rel, weapon, armure, hozſes , oz ſuch lyke, with the 


to 
'O2 
an 
Jer 
he 
| 


is 


+. 


= 
o 
» 
y 


» 


bed 
kh 
+ 


ſaid ſtipend , by moze than. a fourth pact , as thep 
ſhall now haue, becauſe in dede the (aide baſe monies 
were of themſelves no moze wozth. ; 

Cy this refozmation aiſo of baſe monies ſhall ne- 
eeffarely folowe a moze pzofitable accoumpte betwixt 
the monies of this Realme, and of other countries. 


: and thereby the accoumpte which by marchauntes is 


called the eſchaunge, ſhail alſo aryſe in effimation of 
the monies of Englande, in ſuche ſozte as in fozmer 
tymes hath ben, and the fozreine commodities thereby 
alſo be bought foz eaſyer p2yſes, to the benefit of all 


ſuche all uſe the ſame. 
ſuche as 1h _ FY 


(4) 
S0 as the matter well confidered, the greateſt num- | 
bze, and eſpeciatiy the podzeft ſhatl haue moſt ie an 
vitie hereby, yea anD. ſuch others as haue moſte gay- of 
nev by exceſfiue pzices, ſhall have alſo, ( if they Toh "to 
conftzer themſctues)} no ſmall p2ofyte and helpe. Ind thi 
fynatiy no manner of perſon in the, whole Reaime |bef 
ſhall have after one oz two monethes hurt: hereby, ex- 02 
cept onety the traytour which hath 1ived by counterfain- [foz 
*ng. Ind therfoze it is to be atthwed and imbzaced of 'Þ 
all peopie, and everpe man to fhinke, that ajthough at 'ÞP 
the firſf hemay ſuppoſe that he hath tefſe moenie in hig *mi 
purſe, yet ſhall he have foz the ſame metal, as much ag | thi 
that was. wozth, eyther in ware, oz at her Maj ies \ſto 
mint in fin? monies. Ind whenſoeuer he ſhall utter *vit 
' that baſe thonirs, which at the tyme of the Pzoclama-! iii 
tion he hadde, the nexte that he thall gette, eyther by? ſhe 
his hand labour, oz foz his wages, thaibe eyther ine 
fn6nics, o2 fuch as he may have as much fine monies. in! Ci 
the mint foz it: Ind conſequently every man onght to 4 e 
thank aimyghtye God, tbat He may (ive to ſee the ho-! R 
nout of his countrey thus Ppartely recouered : Sylver ® ar 
to core in place of Copper, pzyces of thynges| by 

amente, all pedpte to be- moze able to live of theyr' 
Wes, every mans Purſe oz coffer made free from the! w 
Pzivie thefe, which was the counterfaytour. Ind fynal-' w 
iy, the treaſure of this Kealme to be of tylver and! ef 
&dtde, as was wonte tn our fozefathers time, and not! ta 
of b2zaff? ad copper, beſydes many other great com-; co 
fioditics fhet hereof niufk needs enfſne, which but foz}, be 
lefigth might be declared, and foz all the ſame; no! ni 
iofe to any otherwiſe, but in opinion at the begynnyng,! of 
not much unkpte to them, that being ficke receive a} 
fneditine, 2nd in the takyng feele ſome biffernefſs, but} d! 
et thereby recover healtij and Cfrength, and ſave theyz! £ 
hes. f 
And hecauſe if is ſene by experience, that many tymes! | 
when too things be deupſed and attempted, the Deuyl * 
Keapcth nof, to Hinder the ſame; but cauſeth them e1-! 
Fher tb b# defedceD, 82 fo be- defamed and miffaken: ! 
Therefeze it is meete that no maner of perſon ho { i 
any? e1 


( 


m- - ( J ) 


mo- any credite to ſuch as ſhall caffe abzode any miſfruſt 
Jap -of amendment of the money, oz ſhail pzetend this decree 
[ [to be greater o2 mozc hurdenous then it is. Foz truely 
Ind [this an;endment is ſv fully purpoſed bp her Paicftie, as 
ime (defide that, experience ſhall trie it within one moneth 
er-[02 vi. weekes, within which times necefſarie thinges 
aiq-/fo2 the nunt muſt be pzouidcs, | Jt is ſene, that her 
d of /Paicftie may refourme theſe monies, accozding to hex 
at *Ppzoclamation , without any ſuch - great lolſe as 
his *might move her to fozbeare it : Ind on the other ſyde, 
as the monies be ſo iuſfiy vatued, as indede the baſe Te- 
ies bſtons bex ng ſet at 11, d. farthyng, and her Paieſfie gi- 
tter*ving at her minte, foz every pound of ' them Xx.s. and 
ma-! iif.d- in rewarde, ſhall therby gyve rather maze than they 
' by? ſhall be wozth beynge melted, than eſſe, : 
ne | So that her Maieffie, who fince ſhe came to this 
. in} Croune, never gapned any thing by any coynage, noz 
Pad 1p ever coyned any maner of bate monies fo2 this 
ho-' Realme, will not now determine to leaſe the houour 
ver and fame that ſhe ſhall with ſmall iofſe 02 gayne recouer 
ges | by this noble acte, to benefit Her Realm and people. 
eyr* And as fo the opinion of the burden of the loffe, 
the: where the baſe Teſtons be valued but at 1i d. farthing, 
tal- whereby ſuch as have them ſhall ſeme to have the greaf- 
ind! eff lofſe, it 1s fo be well and reaſonably conſtrued any 
not” taken of all men, foz that there hath not by good ac- 
m-; compt which hath bene made and well p28ved, bene a- 
foz\, bove a fixth parte compared to the other baſe $o- 
no! nies of the ſame ſozt of Weſfons coined in the WPints 
1g, of this Realm, and at the Coinage of the ſame baſe 
: 4} Teffons now valued at two pence farthing, which was 
ut} done inthe time of the Wars heretofo2e, there were ſet 
72: thereto certain marks, as a Lion, a Roſe, a Flour de 
* Juce, oz a Parp, called the pzivy marks of ſuch as were 
eg: 1 aſfers of che MPint, which alſo be ſpecified in the 
il; Proclzmation. Jfoz the better underſtanding whereof, 
el-} e be in ths end of this Declaration ſet 


cerfain 


n:!' Stamps o2 Paints, of every kind of the ſame baſe Te- 
ue} ons, with their (aid ſeveral marks, tothe intent that. 
ny? every perſon looking and beholding the ſame Pzirrs, 


( 


may 


TT 
May the brtter judge aud diſcerne the ſame from the 
other, that be vatued at 111. pence halfpeny, although 
if the ſame be well conſidered, the colour of the ſayde 
baſe Teffon will ſhew the baſeneſs thereof: Ind becauſe 
her Dajeſty meaneth to eaſe her Subjects as much as 
porn le may be, ſhe fs pleaſed to commaund her ÞDf- 
cers inher mint, that where there be many counterfaic 
Leftons, which were made by counterfaictours, when 
the Teſfons were at the value of xii. pence a piece, and 
fince alſo that they were decreed to vi.pence, and by 
effimation were ſo made, ag thep did contayn about 
two pence farthing oz thereabouts in filver : They 
all-do their indeavour to receave and trye ſuch coun- 
terfaits, and ſhall give to the Subjects either fo2 every 
ſuch counterfaict two pence farthing, oz ſo much good 
fine monies, as the ſame counterfaics ſhall contain in 
filver, whereby the people ſhall be relieved of ſuch lofſe 
in ſome part fo2 counterfaicts, as in no Realm any 
Þ:ince either hath oz ought to do; And foz this and 
foz ail the reff of the commodities hereof likely to en- 
ſue : Per Pajeſty truſfeth her moſt honourable good 
, meaning ſhall be imbzaſed of all her good loving Sub- 
ects, and every perſon with good will , will yield to 
bear a ſmall burden foz a time, to avoid a perpetual 
and endleſs oppzeſiſon, not only of themſelves and their 
Pofterity, but alſo of the whole Commonweal. - 


Given under the Queen's Majeſty's Signer ar her Honow 
of Hampton-Court, the 29th. of September, the ſecond Year 
| of her Majeſty's Reign, MDLX. 


N.B. The Stamps or Prints of the baſe Teſtons, which werd 
printed at the End of the Declaration, are now omitted, 
becauſe there has been no ſuch Coin in uſe theſe many 
Years ; and therefore it would have been of no uſe to 

have printed them. 


JA_mwNGYwHV\Y UWyeQHneſrnooaYy 


+ 
Y 
&; 
* 
= 
+ 
F 


1 
C 
( 
between 


Cnnnnn 


'mjuy 


-2Juo2 pi 
$34 


It) SP 
Ahuanbs 
Se 7 #194] 
MIU 2} 


ArTy {rev Fn * 


Qu. 4. Suppoſe 20 5. of ola 
vear the lols of the two ſhulliny 
Anſw. Net the States : |} 
But the Owner timfſelt m1 
fuſed lighe and defective 
ing ſuifcient that he ſhall h; 
oid unequal Money, at the 
tu. 5. After this Reforma 
of England, ſuppoſe into the | 
of England 7 
nſw. Somewhat more : 
Nomine 3; but rather to its | 
{ſidered tor the Manufacture 
of it, as he only was when Þ 
Qu. 6. Whereas the Merch 
wall he not now carry only the 
Anſw. The Merchant w 
new Shiliings, and then co 
the Id:es for that Scarlet th: 
And, according to this Con 
2m ſpecre, Or part one, part 
Qu. 7. But will not Engl: 


' the ſaid too Shillings ? 


Anſw. No, it he bring 
above 100 Shiilings, (perha 
the ſame 200 into Englana 
per as an Engliſh man will g 
Merchant and England ſhall 

Qu.8. But if the new Sh, 
then the Merchant would not 


of Impowveriſhment ? 
An(w. The Merchant wc 


anilo Statoc and tn often @. 


